
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SIXTH FORM ENTRANCE TEST 
 

for entry into Lower Sixth (Year 12) in September 2021 
 

 
 

 

THINKING SKILLS 
 
Please read through all these instructions before the start of the examination. 
 
You have five minutes to read through the paper before the exam starts. The subjects are 
arranged alphabetically. You must not write anything during this time.  
 
The exam lasts one hour. Choose ONE subject to answer on. Answer both Section A and 
Section B for your chosen subject. 
 
With the exception of Geography, Section A and Section B are both worth 50% (20 marks), 
so you should spend 30 minutes on each section. 
 
Section B should be written as an essay, in continuous prose. It will be marked for the logic 
and clarity of your argument; you are therefore advised to plan your answer carefully. 
 
We encourage you to answer on a subject you intend to study at Sevenoaks, but this is not 
a requirement; you may choose another subject if you wish. All subjects test the same 
skills: your ability to infer, analyse, explain and argue. For Economics, Philosophy and 
Psychology, no prior formal study of the subject is expected. 
 
Answers should be written on separate lined paper. You must write your name and 
chosen subject on every page of your answer. Ensure your answer sheets are securely 
attached together. 
 
Dictionaries are NOT allowed.   
 
 



ART 
 

 
SECTION A  
  
Answer TWO of the three questions in this section. 
 
Question 1 
 

 
 

Equestrian Portrait of Charles I, Anthony van Dyck, 1637-38, 
Oil on Canvas, 367x292cm, National Gallery, London 

 
 
1.   How has the artist conveyed the sitter’s status?  
 
2.   What do you think the artist intended the viewer to think and feel? 
 



Art (continued) 
 
 

 
 

The Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao, Frank Gehry, 1997 
 

 
Question 2 

 
How has the architect conveyed a sense of the function of this building as an art gallery? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Art (continued) 
 
 

 
 

Azalea Garden: May 1956, Patrick Heron, 152x127cm, Tate, London 
 
 
Question 3 
 
Describe this painting and speculate on the artist’s intentions. 
 
 
 
 
SECTION B 
 
Answer ONE question.  Support your answer with relevant examples. 

 
1. On what basis should we judge the quality of a work of art? 
 
2. How can architecture positively or negatively impact our lives? 
 
3. Is a painting more valuable as a historical record than a photograph? 

 



ECONOMICS 
 
 
 
SECTION A 
Answer ALL the questions in this section. 
 

 
'We sold eight bikes in 20 minutes!'  
Will the cycling boom last? 
 

Shops can barely keep up with demand as bikes – and 
even parts – sell out.  Sport England’s figures indicate a 
doubling of cycling in lockdown, with the number of 
people riding at least once a week increasing from 8% 
to 16% in the seven weeks after 23 March. Steve Garidis, the executive director of the Bicycle 
Association, the body that represents the industry in the UK, says the numbers for the 
lockdown period are still being crunched, but “initial indications are that sales in April rose 
significantly compared with the seasonal average”.  
 
1.  Explain two reasons why people want to buy bicycles.   [6 marks] 
 
2.  Name two types of businesses that would benefit from a growth in cycling, explaining 

why and how they would benefit.   [6 marks] 
 
3. ‘The growth in cycling is the only good news for the economy to come out of the 

pandemic’. Discuss the extent to which this statement is true.   [8 marks] 

 

 

SECTION B 
Answer ONE question from this section.  Support your answer with relevant examples. 
 
1. During the current pandemic, many governments have been paying the wages of workers. 

Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of this policy.    
 

2. ‘It is so important in society that free healthcare is available to everyone’. To what extent 
do you think this statement is true?    

 
3. Facebook is one of the most successful businesses of the last 20 years. Evaluate the view 

that the overall effect of Facebook on society has been negative.    
 

https://indd.adobe.com/view/793b48d5-bbcd-4de3-a50f-11d241a506b3
https://indd.adobe.com/view/793b48d5-bbcd-4de3-a50f-11d241a506b3
https://www.bicycleassociation.org.uk/
https://www.bicycleassociation.org.uk/


GEOGRAPHY 
 
SECTION A: 20 minutes 
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Geography (continued) 
 
 
1. State the combined percentage of refugees coming from Syria, Afghanistan and Somalia in 

2014.   [1 mark] 
 
2. State the number of refugees hosted by Jordan in 2015.   [1 mark] 
 
3. Using evidence from ‘Asylum claims lodged in selected regions of the industrialized world’ 

only, explain one possible challenge faced by the governments of Germany and Sweden.      
[2 marks] 

 
4. Evaluate two ways in which the scale of the global refugee crisis has been portrayed in the 

infographic.   [3+3 marks] 
 

Total: 10 marks 
 
 
 
SECTION B: 40 minutes 
 
Answer ONE question. Support your answer with relevant examples. 
 
1. “The risks that people and places are exposed to from geophysical hazards (volcanoes, 

earthquakes and landslides) depend entirely on the magnitude of the event.” To what extent 
do you agree with this statement?    

 
2. “Disease in developed countries is distinct from disease in developing countries.” To what 

extent do you agree with this statement?    
 
3. “The impacts on migration and health are likely to be the most destabilising consequences of 

global climate change.” To what extent do you agree with this statement?    
 

20 marks 
 
 
 
 
 



HISTORY 
 
SECTION A  
 
Answer BOTH questions.  
 
The source below is taken from Napoleon's Account of His Coup d'État (10 September 1799). 
It is compiled from Napoleon’s commentaries which he wrote and dictated obsessively 
throughout his life especially when imprisoned on St Helena.  He always aimed to present 
himself as a great historical leader as he edited the material written and dictated. 
 
SOURCE ONE 
“The Council of Elders summoned me; I answered its appeal. A plan of general restoration had 
been devised by men whom the nation has been accustomed to regard as the defenders of 
liberty, equality, and property; this plan required an examination, calm, free, exempt from all 
influence and all fear. Accordingly, the Council of Elders resolved upon the removal of the 
Legislative Body to Saint-Cloud; it gave me the responsibility of disposing the force necessary 
for its independence. I believed it my duty to my fellow citizens, to the soldiers perishing in our 
armies, to the national glory acquired at the cost of their blood, to accept the command.   I 
presented myself at the Council of Five Hundred, alone, unarmed, my head uncovered, just as 
the Elders had received and applauded me; I came to remind the majority of its wishes, and to 
assure it of its power……. 
 
Frenchmen, you will doubtless recognize in this conduct the zeal of a soldier of liberty, a citizen 
devoted to the Republic. Conservative, tutelary, and liberal ideas have been restored to their 
rights through the dispersal of the rebels who oppressed the Councils.” 
 
1. What can we learn from this source about the character of Napoleon? 
 
2. How useful is this source for historians looking at Napoleon’s rise to power? Answer this 

question considering the values and limitations of the origin, purpose and content of the 
source. 

 
 

 
SECTION B 
 
Answer ONE question. Support your argument with relevant examples from the history 
courses you have studied.  
 
1.  “Economic gain is the main motivation for political change.” To what extent is this a valid 

assessment of the causes of one event that you have studied in history? 
 
2.  Napolean said: “History is a set of lies that people have agreed upon.” How far do agree 

with this statement? 
 
3.    Explain the historical significance of one event/person/movement that you have studied. 



MODERN AND CLASSICAL LANGUAGES 
 
 
SECTION A 
Here are six sentences in an invented language called Heppish. Heppish has two types of noun, 
all verbs follow similar rules, and there is only one past tense. Word-order may not be the same 
as in English: 
 
The farmer killed the pig:    Grajsoor kan-lou kano 
The pigs killed the dentist:    Grajsool kanan sung-louk 
I killed the bakers:    Grajsoop zik-loukal 
The dentist avoided the baker:    Wursoor sung-lou zik-louk 
The girl and the boy greeted the king:  Ungsool hend hendy ta quan-louk 
You used to have many teeth:    Cransoos janon sungon 
 
Translate the following Heppish sentences into English, paying close attention to grammatical 
patterns. Some answers will need thoughtful guesswork and may have more than one possible 
answer: 
 
1. Grajsoor sung-lou zik-louk 
2. Wursool kan-lou sung-lou ta quan-loukal 
3. Ungsoos janon hendyon 

 
Translate the following English sentences into Heppish, paying close attention to grammatical 
patterns. Some answers will need thoughtful guesswork and may have more than one possible 
answer. If you wish to add notes and comments to your answer explaining why you chose a 
particular word or grammatical form, then please do so, but this is not required: 
 
1. The baker avoided the pigs 
2. The girls ruled over the boys 
3. I had a lot of bread 

 
SECTION B 
Answer ONE question. You should answer in English, unless you have applied to study 
language A in French, German, Russian, Italian or Spanish in which case you may answer in 
this language if you prefer. Support your argument with relevant examples. 
 
1. What important differences are there between the languages you speak and/or have 

studied, and can these differences tell us anything about the way different societies think? 
 

2. Can a language ever truly die? 
 
3. Choose one text you have read, heard or seen in another language (modern or ancient). It 

could be an extract from a book, a film, a TV programme, a poem, a letter, even a set of 
instructions – anything. What has reading, watching or listening to it in its original 
language offered that a translation would not? 

 



PHILOSOPHY 
 
 
SECTION A  
 
Stimulus A  

 

 

 

Stimulus B 

Imagine that at some future time human cannibalism is widely practised. People are, without 
warning, plucked from their homes and served up in various meat dishes. Is this future society 
doing anything morally wrong? Is it morally wrong to take people against their will and eat 
them?  
 
Answer all the following questions with reference to the stimuli:   
 
1. Are there any ways in which we can distinguish humans from non-human animals so 

that we can say that eating humans is wrong but eating animals isn’t?  
 

2. Is making a moral distinction based on race / culture as morally wrong as making a 
moral distinction based on species? 
 

3. Following your reasoning above, should we extend the moral domain to non-animals, 
e.g. trees?  

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.statista.com%2Fchart%2F16888%2Fnumber-of-animals-slaughtered-for-meat-each-year%2F&psig=AOvVaw0y1lMOukXlHTJOdOYM7YdV&ust=1591699797324000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDisfyF8ukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAT


Philosophy (continued) 

SECTION B 

Answer ONE question.  Support your answer with relevant examples. 

1. Should scientists have the monopoly on truth?

2. If there is no afterlife and no God, can human beings do whatever they want?

3. What is art?



PSYCHOLOGY 
 
 
SECTION A  
 
Experiment on face recognition 
 
 

 
 

 

A widely accepted theory that has arisen from studies on face recognition is the ‘holistic form 

theory’, which suggests that we look at faces as a whole to recognise them. This involves a wide 

range of cognitive processes and is a much more complex process than simple ‘feature analysis’ 

theory, which states that we recognise faces by individual features such as the nose and eyes. 

Many studies have shown that human faces are more difficult to recognise when inverted, for 

example a study by Kohler 1940, who thought this was due to the "loss of facial expression" when 

the picture was shown upside-down. This was supported by further research in which children 

found it more difficult to recognise inverted photos of classmates than upright photos. 

A student carried out an experiment aiming to investigate the effects of inversion on face 

recognition. They used photos of well know faces either upright or inverted and timed how long 

it took participants to recognise the faces by using a stopwatch. 

1. What is their research hypothesis?   [2 marks] 
 

2. What is the independent variable? (what they are changing?)   [1 mark] 
 

3. What is the dependent variable? (what they are measuring?)   [1 mark] 
 

4. Would you ask the participants to take part in both conditions (upright/inverted) or should   
each participant only take part in one condition? Give one good reason for your choice.       
[3 marks]  
 



Psychology (continued) 
 

5. The student forgot to label the axes of the bar graph below. Assuming the hypothesis was 
supported, state the correct x and y axis labels with sensible units for the y axis.   [2 marks] 
 

 
 

The standard deviation (SD) measures the ‘spread of data around the mean response time’ 
and these were the values they calculated: 

 

Condition Upright Faces Condition Inverted Faces Condition 

Standard Deviation 3.32 3.69 

 

6. Which of the 2 conditions shows the widest spread of participants estimates around the 
mean?   [1 mark] 
 

7. Referring back to the graph, do you think these SD values in the table should be considered 
to be ‘large’ or ‘small’?   [1 mark] 
 

8. Low SD values in a condition indicates that participants’ reaction times were all very similar 
within that condition. Researchers really want to know if the difference in the means (see 
graph) is a significant one or might have arisen just by chance. To help them with this they 
look at whether the SD values are ‘large’ or ‘small’. Do you think large or small SD values 
would give the researcher more confidence that the difference in the means is really telling us 
that face orientation makes a difference to the speed of face recognition? Explain your 
answer.   [3 marks]  
 

9. Do you think inverted buildings and trees would be equally as hard to recognise as inverted 
faces? Give reasons for your answer.   [3 marks] 
 

10. Do you think a blind person feeling a friend’s face would find it harder or easier to identify 
the inverted version of the face than a sighted person? Give reasons for your answer.             
[3 marks] 

   



Psychology (continued) 
 
SECTION B 
 
Obedience 
 

Obedience is a form of social influence that involves performing an action under the orders of an 
authority figure.  

 
Answer ONE of these three questions.  Support your answer with relevant examples. 
 
1. Describe your own research project (e.g. experimental or observational research) which could 

explore obedience in humans such as how obedient humans are capable of being, and the 
reasons for this obedience. You should include in your account components such as: aims, 
participants, procedures, ethics, type of analysis.    
 

2. Identify three or more variables which could influence the degree of obedience and discuss 
how each of these might impact on the degree of obedience, and how this might be explored 
experimentally.    

 

3. Obedience may be a good thing or a bad thing in society. Discuss how our understanding of 
human obedience based on psychological research, can have applications in the real world 
(hint: you might want to consider issues such as parenting, schools, traffic, prisons, the 
military or police).    

           

 



THEATRE 
 
 
SECTION A 
 
Read the extract overleaf and answer all three questions. 
 
The extract is from Margaret Atwood’s adaptation of her own novel The Penelopiad, first staged 
by the RSC in 2007. Atwood’s version of Homer’s Odyssey focusses on Penelope, Odysseus’ wife 
– a symbol of wifely duty and devotion - and her chorus of wronged maids.  
 
1. In Scene 29, explain EITHER how an actor playing Eurycleia might deliver the news of the 

maids’ fate, OR how an actor playing Penelope might receive this. Make explicit reference 
to a range of acting skills and what impact this moment would have on an audience.  
 

2. Explain ONE example of how you might utilise a chorus / choral staging in Scene 30 to 
emphasise the voice of the ‘wronged maids’. What impact would this have on an 
audience? 
 

3. In Scene 31, consider Penelope’s speech on page 80: why do you think Atwood presents a 
version that differs from the more positive homecoming in Homer’s original tale? And 
how could you direct the actor playing Penelope to realise this?  

 

 

SECTION B 
 
Answer ONE question.  Support your answer with relevant examples. 
 

1. Choose a piece of Drama work or performance in which you took part, for example a 
school production, an exam assessment or piece of classroom practical work. Explain what 
your role or responsibility was, analyse how you approached the work and evaluate its 
success. As a theatre-maker, what did you learn from the experience? 

 
OR 
 

2. Write a critical review of a theatrical production you have seen recently. You should 
analyse the contribution one or more of the following made to your appreciation of the 
performance: acting, design, staging, direction. As a theatre-maker, what did you learn or 
were particularly inspired by that you would like to apply in future? 

 
OR 
 

3. Explain how you might re-interpret and direct a production of an established myth, story 
or play to make it more relevant to a contemporary audience. Justify your ideas and their 
desired impact. Make at least ONE explicit reference to where you will apply something 
you have learnt, or been inspired to do, from previous experience. 



 Extract

THEATRE



SCENE 30 

THE INVOCATION OF THE FURIES 

Hades. 

Whispering. Bat squeakings. Asphodel. The Maids are 
blood-dyed. 

Maids 
We demand justice! 

We demand retribution! 

We invoke the law of blood guilt! 

We call upon the Angry Ones! 

0 Angry Ones, 0 Furies, you are our last hope! 

We implore you to inflict punishment and exact 
vengeance on our behalf! 

Be our defenders, we who had none in life! 

Smell out Odysseus wherever he goes! 

From one place to another, from one life to another! 

Whatever disguise he puts on, 

Whatever shape he may take, 

Hunt him down! 

Dog his footsteps. 

On earth or in Hades. 

W herever he may take refuge! 

Appear to him in our forms. 

Our ruined forms! 

The forms of our pitiable corpses. 

Let him never be at rest! 

continued ........
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